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WisABA & WAPA Joint Statement on Ethics in ABA Billing

The Wisconsin Association for Behavior Analysis (WisABA) and the Wisconsin Autism Providers
Association (WAPA) are deeply committed to upholding the highest standards of ethical and
professional conduct in the practice of applied behavior analysis (ABA). As the state's leading
professional organizations for ABA providers, we are compelled by recent news coverage of
outlier cases of questionable billing practices within the field of ABA to provide information and
clarification on ethical billing practices and service provision in Wisconsin.

We unequivocally condemn any fraudulent billing practices or other unethical behaviors that
undermine the integrity of ABA services. Such actions not only violate the principles of the
Behavior Analyst Certification Board's (BACB) Ethics Code, but also erode public trust and
jeopardize access to vital ABA interventions for individuals with autism and other developmental
disabilities.

Autism diagnosis rates have risen from 1 in 150 children in 2000 to 1 in 31 children in 2022,
according to the CDC. This has corresponded to the growing number of children needing
access to life changing ABA care and the expansion of the ABA provider workforce to meet this
demand. In response to these trends, both WAPA and WisABA will continue their advocacy
efforts to ensure that future guidance promotes high-quality, ethical services while also
supporting the responsible and effective use of Medicaid and insurance resources.

WisABA and WAPA welcome Wisconsin ABA providers to join us in promoting access to quality
services consistent with the core values of the profession: a steadfast dedication to
evidence-based practices, transparent communication with clients and payers, consistent and
clear documentation representing medically necessary services, and an unwavering
commitment to improving the lives of the individuals and families we serve.

WAPA and WisABA stand ready to support our members and the broader ABA community in
navigating these complex issues. We encourage all ABA providers to familiarize themselves
with the BACB's Ethics Code and the Council of Autism Service Providers (CASP)’'s Applied
Behavior Analysis Practice Guidelines for the Treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorder, stay
informed on policy updates, engage in continuous professional development, and actively
participate in advocacy efforts.

Together, we can ensure that ABA therapy remains a beacon of hope and improved quality of
life for those in need.
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